Catherine of Siena
God communicated to Catherine that he purposefully created the human race so
that no one would be self-sufficient. We need one another.
“For I could well have supplied each of you with all your needs, both spiritual and
material. But I wanted to make you dependent on one another so that each of
you would be my minister, dispensing the graces and gifts you have received from
me… I have made you my ministers, setting you in different positions and in
different ranks to exercise the virtue of charity…All I want is love…If you are
bound by this love you will do everything you can to be of service wherever you
are.”
“This is why I have put you among your neighbors: so that you can do for them what you
cannot do for me – that is, love them without any concern for thanks and without looking for
any profit for yourself. And whatever you do for them I will consider done for me.”

Article 11 “Trusting in the Father, Christ chose for himself and his mother a poor and humble life,
even thought he valued created things attentively and lovingly. Let the Secular Franciscan seek a
proper spirit of detachment from temporal goods by simplifying their own material needs. Let them
be mindful that according to the gospel they are stewards of the good received for the benefit of
God’s children.”

The words we use are important
The Rite of Profession has at least 29 adjectives / descriptors of what is a
Secular Franciscan

Missionary
Light of Christ
Witness
A cause of Joy and Hope
Re-Builder of the Church
Visible sign of the Church

Require that we
DO Something

Article 4
The rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to
observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by following
the example of Saint Francis of Assisi, who made Christ
the inspiration and the center of his life with God and
people.
Christ, the gift of the Father's love, is the way to him, the
truth into which the Holy Spirit leads us, and the life
which he has come to give abundantly.

Secular Franciscans should devote themselves especially
to careful reading of the gospel, going from gospel to
life and life to the gospel.

Luke 10:29-37

A Careful Reading
Who was the man that was stripped, robbed and beaten?
“A” Man

“A” Man

Immigrant

Migrant Worker

LGBTQ Person

The Republican

The Homeless

The Buddhist

The Trafficked

The Democrat

Falsely Accused

The Muslim

Soldier

The Hindu
The Saint

Article 13: All people are a “gift” of the Lord and an Image of Christ

The Sinner

Flavius Claudius Julianus (331-363 A.D.)

“Never repay injury with injury. For it is written: “Vengeance is
mine: I will repay, says the Lord.” If your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. Do not be
conquered by evil but conquer evil with good.
(Rom 12:17a, 19b, 20a, 21)

Who is your enemy?
“No man should seek his own interest but rather that of his
neighbor.”
(1 Cor 10:24)

St. Bernard of Clairvaux

Love is more than just a feeling; it is demonstrated by action.
“When the Lord said: “Love your enemies,” he referred right afterwards to actions; “Do
good to those who hate you” (Lk 6:27). Scripture also says: “If your enemy is hungry feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him drink (Rom 12:20).” Here you have a question of actions, not
of feeling…”If you love me keep my words” (Jn 14:15) It would have been superfluous for
him to warn us to act if love were but a matter of feeling.”

Franciscan Heritage

“Therefore, it is a great shame for us, servants of God, that while the saints actually did
such things, we wish to receive glory and honor by merely recounting their deeds.”
St. Francis, Admonition VI

Franciscans are an
Incarnational movement. We
ARE the hands and feet of
Christ.
“Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and your actions
speak. We are full of words but empty of actions, and therefore are
cursed by the Lord, since he himself cursed the fig tree when he found no
fruit but only leaves.”
St. Anthony of Padua

Pope and Bishops are NOT infallible with regards to:
Politics
Economy
Climate Science
Immigration

You, the local Church, the hands and feet of Christ on the street,
know better what is needed in your local community than the remote
leaders in both Church and Government.
You are called to exercise reason, judgement and act within the context
of the Gospel.

By your profession you have taken on certain obligations

You have the obligation to educate yourself on current issues affecting human dignity (Article 13, 15)
You have the obligation to educate yourself on current issues affecting the environment (Article 18)

You have the obligation to educate yourself on what the Church teaches and proposes (Article 6)
You have the obligation to participate and educate yourself on issues pertaining to public life (Article 15)
You promised to be the “Visible face of the Church” ( Rite of Profession )
You promised to take “Courageous Initiatives” (Article 15) and do it as messengers of Joy and Peace (Article 19)
You promised to exercise your responsibilities competently in the Christian spirit of service. ( Article 14)

General Constitutions
Chapter 2, Title II

ACTIVE

“ACTIVE PRESENCE IN THE CHURCH AND IN THE WORLD”

Being a Secular
Franciscan is
Not A Spectator Sport

“For a Just and Fraternal Society”
“Secular Franciscans are called to make their own contribution, inspired by the person and message of Saint
Francis of Assisi, towards a civilization in which the dignity of the human person, shared responsibility, and love may
be living realities.”
-Gaudium et Spes 31
“They should firmly commit themselves to oppose every form of exploitation, discrimination, and exclusion and
against every attitude of indifference in relation to others.”

“should work with others in efforts that both put a stop to polluting and degrading nature and also establish
circumstances of living and environment which would not be a threat to the human person.”( Compendium of the
Social Doctrine of the Church)
“Give preference to the poor and those on the fringe of society” ( Prime directive of Catholic Social Teaching.)
“Assume social and civil responsibilities.”
“Secular Franciscans should collaborate as much as possible for the passage of just laws and ordinances.”

“The fraternities should engage themselves through courageous initiatives, consistent with their
Franciscan vocation and with the directives of the Church, in the field of human development and
justice”
“They should take clear positions whenever human dignity is attacked by any form of oppression or
indifference. They should offer their fraternal service to the victims of injustice.”

St. Francis, Second Letter to the Custodians.

“I am sending you to mayors, consuls, and rulers”
St. Francis, A Letter to the Rulers of the Peoples.

“To all mayors and consuls, magistrates an rulers
throughout the world”

When is the last time you wrote to your senator or representative?

I’m not physically able

Write a Letter!

I’m just one person

Write a Letter!

No one listens to me

Write a Letter!

I’m to shy to speak up

Write a Letter!

I’m not an expert

Write a Letter!

I don’t want to be in the spotlight

Write a Letter!

One Letter represents the views of 1,500 constituents
Senator Debbie Stabenow, Michigan

A Cause of Division?

Luke 12:51-53

“Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.
From now on a household of five will be divided, three against two and two against three; a father
his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her mother, a mother-in-law
against her daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

John 17:11 , 17:22
“Keep them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are.”
“And I have given them the glory you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

As Jesus was the true worshiper of the Father, so let prayer
and contemplation be the soul of all they are and do.
Article 8

A Modern-Day Good Samaritan

I want to identify one such Good Samaritan. On June 2, 2019, I was horrified to read about the
plight of the Good Samaritan, Scott Warren, of Ajo Arizona. Scott is on trial and facing up to 20
years in prison for providing water and clothing to two individuals from Honduras who crossed
the border and were in need of water. He is charged with the crime of “harboring
undocumented aliens.” The act of giving drink to the thirsty and clothing to the naked could
land him in jail. Yes, in these United States of America, the home of the brave and the land of
the free, Scott’s freedom is in jeopardy for being one of the “brave”.

Status:

Acquitted, but only after a long and expensive legal fight.

Scott Warren, Ajo Arizona
You promised to take “Courageous Initiatives” (Article 15)
and do it as messengers of Joy and Peace (Article 19)

Discussion Question

Reflect on Article 13 of the Rule:
Can you separate the individual
created, in the image of God and a gift
of the Lord, from your personal bias?

