Pathways Forward

From being called

Rebuild my Church

“Start with what is Necessary…

First Steps
G.C. Article 100 “The vocation to “rebuild” the
Church ought to induce the brothers and sisters
sincerely to love and to live the union with the
local Church in which they develop their own
vocation and realize their apostolic commitment,
aware that in the diocese the Church of Christ is
truly functioning.”

First Steps
G.C. Article 100 “The Secular Franciscans should fulfill with dedication the
duties with which they are occupied in their relations to the local Church.
They should lend their help to activities of the apostolate as well as to the
social activities existing in the diocese.
G.C. Article 101 “The Secular Franciscans should collaborate with the
bishops and follow their directions in so far as they are the moderators of the
ministry of the Word and of the Liturgy and the co-ordinators of the various
forms of apostolate in the local Church.
The fraternities are subject to the vigilance of the Ordinary in so far as they
perform their activities within the local Churches.”

Does your Bishop know who you are?
“By profession you are bound to observance of the rule and obedience to the Church.

By profession, the Church has a right to expect more from you.”
Fr. Richard Trezza, O.F.M.

Why did I start here?

Practical Advice from one of our own

Kent Ferris, OFS

2019 JPIC Award Recipient

Practical Advice from one of our own
Who do you know?
Franciscan Communities?
Other Religious Communities?

Kent:

Don’t start by way of JPIC in the diocese. Not all diocese have dedicated
resource.

1. Start with the director of vocations. Let him know who you are and how you can help
with vocational awareness in the diocese. 3 rd order Carmelites, Dominicans, Oblates,
Associates.

2. Many diocese outsource to Catholic Charities. What are they doing? How can you help?
Where is their need?
3. Many diocese include all social action initiatives under the Pro-Life office.

4. Keep up with diocesan / parish news / websites / blogs / social media

5. Keep up with diocesan / parish news / websites / blogs / social media
6. Director of Faith Formation
Youth, Adult Religious Ed. What are they offering? What service
projects?
7. Be present at diocesan events / conferences
Network / learn who’s who / Help with volunteers / Be visible.
8. Keep up with the calendar of events.
9. Lacking resources? Collaborate with women and men’s religious. They
often have deep pockets to help with ministries that support their
charism.
10. Invite local officials to service projects. Educate them on the good that
is being done by the OFS and the Church.

No birdbath Franciscans here

“Then do what is possible…

Mary Myler, OFS

Member: St. Bonaventure Fraternity, Detroit, MI
Age: 80+
Ministry: Drives immigrants to court appointments
The backend of another Secular Franciscan Ministry

Donna Hollis, OFS
Las Cruces, New Mexico

Hospitality Coalition: Conventual Franciscan Friars, Several local
governments and churches
Quote: “Just as the water reflects your face, your face reflects your heart.”
Ever joyful in her ministry, she hopes her face will always reflect the heart
of Jesus to those in need.

Kelly Moltzan: New York, NY. Kelly founded the first active solidarity table, an initiative of the Franciscan
Action Network, to advocate for social justice issues in her local community.
Lisa Kremer, Iona, MN: Lisa began a ministry to help immigrants from Guatemala in her community, ( Legal
and not so legal ) find shelter, work and assistance navigating the legal system.
Stephen Smith: Greensborough NC. He with no outside assistance began a missionary effort in
Uganda. They have built schools and worked in clean water initiatives.

David Schubert: Huntsville, TX. David has been ministering to prisoners in the State of Texas, Ellis facility.
James Costello: South Carolina. James is an attorney who takes time out to assist immigrants in navigating
the legal systems and processes.

Dr. Thomas Fame: Salem, VA. Dr. Thomas has made over 45 trips to Hatti. He provides medical treatment,
has helped to build schools, brought clean water processing facilities and provides assistance for the local
community to start-up self-sustaining businesses. He takes a long term view of missionary activity, he
believes you do not just go and solve a short term problem. He has a full-time medical practice in Salem
and takes time out to help the people of Hatti.

Ron Wakefield: Hacienda Heights, CA. Ron has a great story. He is a studio musician who now
works to bring together homeless children, public school children and children from Mexico into a
performing band. He integrates these diverse communities of people through the gift of music and
they have performed nationally, including concerts in Carnegie Hall, NYC and the Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico City. He uses the gift of music as a bridge between these communities
and as a forum to bring a message of peace and integration.

“And suddenly you are doing the impossible.”
Luke 18:27
“What is impossible for human beings is possible for God.”
Mark 9:23
“Everything is possible to one who has faith.”

Franciscan Ministries of Detroit
Franciscan Ministries (franciscanministry.org)

No Birdbath Franciscans here…

Operating out of abundance, Mike says that the material goods he delivers come in as fast as he can give them out.
Recently, he opened his fourth ministry location in the city in an area that has no presence of the Catholic Church, in a building
that was purchased by a donation from another Secular Franciscan. He was amazed that within two weeks they were serving
meals. “Once the community discovered why we are there, the food and items needed started to pour in.” One of the
blessings of his ministry is witnessing how communities come together to meet a need. These people are not Catholics. They
are poor people; Jewish, Muslim, Christian and those of no faith, working together to care for those who have even less than
themselves. This diverse community has given Mike a chance to share, once trust has been established, his Catholic faith and
the Franciscan charism, while respecting their cultural and religious backgrounds, for example, he ensures that the food they
serve is beef or chicken, because of the Jewish and Muslim faithful who come to the center for help. He also distributes the
Quran to Muslim families without resources of their own.

“Going to a fraternity meeting will get on one to heaven,” says Mike. He relies on his Secular Franciscan fraternity to be

place where he can find peace and refreshment with his brothers and sisters. We are called to action, not to sit in the Church
basement. “I am responsible. I am responsible for the people I encounter. I am responsible for seeing Jesus in them. I am
responsible for how I treat them. I am responsible for how I navigate and deal with the gifts I’m given on their behalf as a
steward.” Pope Francis has called the OFS to live up to what is promised during the rite of profession, “to be the visible face of
the Church.” Mike is challenging his OFS sisters and brothers to be people of encounter. “We should be fearless in what we do,

how we engage the world.”

No Birdbath Franciscans here…

(1166) AMAZON RELIEF 10 Minute - YouTube

Jim Flickinger, OFS, the administrator of Amazon Relief, had this assessment following one of his many trips to
help in the area:
"It’s hard to describe holding a 4-year old in your arms as she edges closer and closer to death from
malnutrition.”
"As I held the child, I looked around. The living conditions were typical: a one-room shack on stilts over sewage.
No bathroom. No electricity. No plumbing. Temperatures of 95-120 degrees with 99% humidity and no air
movement. And the smells — like living above an old-fashioned outhouse. Outside there were other children. They
were friendly and seemed bright enough. But they, too, suffered from hunger and not knowing how to break out
of this life of poverty. I worried about the 4-year old and her mother, and about the other children and their
families. I worried about how easily despair can set in.

Not knowing what is around the corner on
the path we are on compels us to rely on
God’s providence.

Which way do we go?

But… I don’t have time, skills, money to serve.

Ps 145:
The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
Slow to anger, abounding in love,
How good is the Lord to all,
Compassionate to all his creatures.
All your creature shall thank you, O Lord,
The Lord is faithful in all his words
And loving in all his deeds.
The Lord supports all who fall
And raises all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all creatures look to you
And you give them their food in due time
You open wide your hand,
Grant the desires of all who live.
He grants the desires of those who fear him
He hears their cry and he save them.

“Shake off excessive worry and exercise a little
confidence in God’s merciful providence.”
Bl. Solanus Casey

“God has lots of money.”
Mother Angelica

Ps 90:
Show forth your work to your servants;
Let your glory shine on their children.
Let the favor of the Lord be upon us;
Give success to the work of our hands,
Give success to the work of our hand.

We trust in God’s concern for every person he has created
-Fulfill the good work you have begun in us, Lord.
(MP Friday, Week IV Ordinary Time)

Suggestions for on-going study

Especially the
Decree on the
Apostolate of
Lay People

Available from the
USCCB

Discussion Question

What is your relationship with the “local” Church?
Diocese?
Parish?

Knowing that you do not have to start a new
unique ministry, will it be easier to get your
fraternity involved in being the “Visible Face of
the Church”?

